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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group II (Claims 27-38) in the reply filed 
on 12/19/2006 is acknowledged. 

Rejections Withdrawn 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-17 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, made 
in the Office Action of 5/30/2006 has been withdrawn in view of the amendment filed on 
10/4/2006. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by European Patent Application (EP: 1262534) made in the Office Action of 
10/4/05 has been withdrawn in view of the amendment filed on 10/4/2006. 

4. Claims 1-2, 4-7, 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hennen (6982107) made in the Office Action of 5/30/2006 has been withdrawn in 
view of the amendment filed on 1 0/4/2006. 

5. Claims 3, 11-17 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
over Hennen (6982107) in view of Dickmann (4325855) made in the Office Action of 
5/30/2006 has been withdrawn in view of the amendment filed on 10/4/2006. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 27-38 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 27, 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Okochi(EP: 1262534). 

At first, applicant is informed that because the provisional application fails to provide 
support for the instant independent claim 1 , Okochi is a proper reference under 35 USC 
102(b). 

For claim 27, Okochi relates to an adhesive product comprising a backing strip of a 
release liner (paragraph-[0056]) and a gelled adhesive (paragraph-[0008]) on the 
backing strip. 

The intended use phrases such as " for adhering wood pieces together", "the adhesive 
when fully cured and adhering the wood pieces together having an adhesive strength 
of at least about 8 Mpa as measured according to British Standard BS EN 205" 1991 , 
Armex A", etc. have not been given any patentable weight because said phrase are not 
found to be of positive limitation. 

For claim 37,the adhesive is in the form of a layer of the adhesive on the backing strip 
(abstract). 

Regarding claim 38, the product is in the form of a tape (abstract). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 27, 28, 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hennen (6982107). 

For claim 1, Hennen relates to an adhesive product comprising a backing strip of a 
release liner (col. 2, lines 1-5) and a gelled adhesive (col. 8, lines 58-63) on the backing 
strip. 

The intended use phrases such as " for adhering wood pieces together", "the adhesive 
when fully cured and adhering the wood pieces together having an adhesive strength 
of at least about 8 Mpa as measured according to British Standard BS EN 205" 1 991 , . 
Armex A", etc. have not been given any patentable weight because said phrase are not 
found to be of positive limitation. 

For claim 28, the adhesive comprises an adhesive resin (such as, polyvinyl acetate) 
(col. 8, lines 1-11) and would inherently include a gelling agent as the adhesive is 
formed into a gelled film 
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For claim 37,the adhesive is in the form of a layer of the adhesive on the backing strip 
(abstract). 

Regarding claim 38, the product is in the form of a tape (abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 28 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Hennen (6982107) in view of Dickmann (4325855). . 

Hennen, as discussed above, fails to expressly teach that the adhesive comprises a 
gelling agent. Dickmann relates to an adhesive gel comprising an adhesive resin and a 
gelling agent (abstract). The adhesive includes polyvinyl acetate and polyvinyl alcohol 
(col. 2, lines 35-40), emulsion or dispersing agent (col. 3, lines 3-5) and ionic salt (col.3, 
lines 26-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art to utilize dickmann's teaching of using a gelling agent with the adhesive resin in the 
invention of Hennen with the motivation to provide for stabilizing the adhesive gel. 

13. Claims 29, 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hennen in view of Dickmann and Rolf (6096333). 
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Hennen and Dickmann, as discussed above, fails to teach that the gelling agent is a 
gelling colloid. Rolf discloses a gelled adhesive comprising polyvinyl acetate adhesive 
(col. 5, lines 25-27), gel forming poymer such as listed in lines 12-20, and a humectant 
such as glycol (col. 5, lines 22-23), which would function as a coalescing colvent. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize 
Rolfs teaching of using gelling colloid in the invention of Hennen with the motivation to 
provide a gel with the adhesive. 

14. Claims 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hennen in view of Dickmann, Rolf and Goodson (6783799). 
Hennen, Dickmann and Rolf, as discussed above, fails to teach that the gelling agent 
comprises colloidal silica and an electrolyte. Goodson discloses adding mixtures of 
phosphate salt and colloidal silica to an adhesive composition increases the adhesion 
capacity of the composition (col. 9, lines 43-53). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize Goodson's teaching of using colloidal 
silica and phosphate salt in the adhesive composition in the invention of Dickmann with 
the motivation to increase the adhesive capacity of the composition. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nasser Ahmad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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1487. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, and on alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nasser Ahmad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 




N. Ahmad. 
March 7, 2007. 



